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 In Memoriam of Dr. Ken

I have informed Dr. Good, Dr. Guzick and Mr. Jimenez that I have decided to step down as Chair of the DeKellner—Page 2
partment of Obstetrics and Gynecology on June 30, 2018. I have had the honor and pleasure of serving as your Chair for
the past 12 years, 2 years as Acting and Interim Chair and 10 years as Chair. In 2018, I will have been a faculty member at  Achievements—Page 2
the University of Florida for 30 years, almost half of the total time the UF COM has been in existence, and I will turn 65
 Comings & Goings—Page 3
years old. So now is the right time for both the Department and myself to turn the page. I have always had the opinion
 2017 Graduation & Alumni
that Chairs and most leadership positions should not extend their tenure too long because new visions, ideas and vigor
Meeting—Page 3
come from new leadership.
 Welcoming Our New
Our Department has excelled in so many ways over the years. Our greatest strength and asset to the COM
Residents—Page 4
has always been teaching. Just to mention a few highlights over the past few years: Despite our small number of faculty
relative to other departments, ObGyn has had more Hippocratic awardees and Life Time Achievement awardees, comUniversity of Florida
bined, compared to any other department. Our department has also received the most Golden Apple awards for the
College of Medicine
best clerkship, as voted on by senior medical students at UF, compared to all other departments. The American Association of Professors in Gynecology and Obstetrics recognized our clerkship as the best in the nation and a model for
others to emulate. You consistently excite students about our specialty, resulting in twice the national average of each
Department of Obstetrics and
class choosing ObGyn as their specialty of choice. You regularly attract the best and brightest students to come to our
Gynecology
residency to train. Over time, more than 25% of our residents have chosen to subspecialize and another 10% have
PO Box 100294
stayed in academics as generalists. Each of you are highly prized as experts in your area of interest and are regularly
Gainesville, FL 32610-0294
invited to speak at national conferences and share your expertise in many different ways. Clinically, our department has
www.obgyn.ufl.edu
been regularly ranked by the US News and World Report as one of the top 50 gynecology programs in the US. You are
referred complex patients from all over Florida and beyond. The acuity of our ObGyn patients is twice as high as any
other hospital in Florida, yet you produce great outcomes for your patients. In a word, you all are amazing!
Chairman’s Office
Over the past 12 years we have had welcome improvements in our facilities including a new Ob triage unit,
Phone: 352-273-7580
private postpartum and gyn beds, the expansion of the original Parke Avenue practice first to Magnolia Parke and then to
Fax: 352-392-7488
Spring Hill (which includes our first off-site IVF lab/procedure area), the expansion of the Medical Plaza clinic, renovation
of our offices and classrooms, our recent expansion into Ocala and the Villages, and now the beginning of renovations
for L&D and unit 35.
For further information on the
UF
As I look back over the 30 years of my career at UF, I realize that I was afforded multiple opportunities to
OB-GYN Alumni Society,
assist the Department and the UF COM to expand and excel. Here is a brief recap of the highlights of my history with
please visit:
the Department: I began my faculty career at UF in 1988 as the Division Director of REI under Dr. Jack Masterson
www.obgyn.ufl.edu
(ObGyn Chair 1987-1995); in the early 90’s I was appointed to the first Board of Directors of the Florida Physicians
Group Practice under Dr. Masterson in his position as FGP CEO; I helped establish the first UF COM off-site clinic
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(Parke Avenue) in 1988; I became one of the first Harry
ClinicPrystowsky
Medical Professor
Directors
in FGPM.D.
under Dr. Warren Ross, FGP CEO and Senior Associate Dean after Dr. Masterof Reproductive
Medicine Directors
Chair, Department
of Obstetrics
and Gynecology
son, and was appointed Chair of the Medical
for four
years; I was
appointed Associate Chair of ObGyn by Dr. Keith Stone (ObGyn Chair 1996-2006) in
2001, and after he stepped down as Chair, I was honored and privileged to be appointed Chair of the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology by Dean Good
after a national search that lasted over a year.
In 1990, I organized the first meeting of what would become the Florida Society of Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility, and subsequently was
elected twice as the President of that society. In the 1990’s, I was elected by the membership to be a member of the prestigious South Atlantic Association of
Obstetrics and Gynecology, one of the oldest scientific ObGyn societies in the US, and subsequently served on the Executive Board of SAAOG for several years.
When membership was by invitation only in the 1990’s, I was elected to the Society of Gynecologic Investigation. In our parent specialty of Obstetrics and Gynecology, I served on the Florida Section of ACOG District IV Executive Council, and when the section became District XII, I also served on the Executive Board
and the scientific program planning committee of the new district. I still enjoy being a member of all of these great organizations.
However, I do not count these achievements as my legacy. For that, I look to the people that I have helped mentor and train over the years. Of the
current faculty, over 80% were hired during the past 12 years, and everyone who has been submitted for promotion during that time has been successful. I have
seen medical students from UF COM graduate from medical school, complete their ObGyn residency at UF, join the faculty and are now emerging as leaders in
the COM. The addition of new faculty from many diverse backgrounds and institutions has made our faculty even stronger. I have also seen the successful transition to a new Clerkship Director and Residency Director, after their long and successful predecessors stepped down, as well as the
appointment of all four current Division Directors and the Associate Chair. In the past 12 years we have graduated 48 residents in ObGyn as well as numerous MFM fellows, seen over 120 UF students go into ObGyn, and now we provide oversight of the UF ObGyn
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residency program in Pensacola, which is training even more ObGyns. My greatest joy comes from seeing faculty, residents, fellows and
students go on to establish their own successful careers, whether it is in academics or private practice. When we established the UF
ObGyn Alumni Society 9 years ago, I envisioned having everyone return to his or her roots on occasion and join together as the
“ObGyn Gator Nation.” I am proud to have been part of that tradition.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you. I will remain on the faculty for the next couple of years before retiring,
and will assist in whatever ways are needed to help the next Chair achieve new heights for our Department. Go Gators!

Sincerely yours,

Stan

R. Stan Williams, M.D.
Harry Prystowsky Professor of Reproductive Medicine
Chair, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
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 Remembering Dr. Ken Kellner
Kenneth R. Kellner, MD, PhD, passed away on January 14th after a long battle with cancer. His
legacy will live on in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, especially within the Division of Maternal-Fetal Medicine, where he was a Professor Emeritus.
Dr. Kellner was raised on Long Island, New York and began his career with an interest in embryology at Union College, where he was an Eliphalet Nott Scholar. Attending the
State University of New York, Downstate Medical Center in the Combined-Degree Program,
he received both a M.D. and Ph.D. degree in 1973 doing research in embryology. This
Kenneth R. Kellner, M.D.
was followed by a residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at Jackson Memorial Hospital, Miami and a fellowship in Maternal-Fetal Medicine at the University of Florida. He was board certified in both
fields and had been on the faculty of the University of Florida since 1977.
Dr. Kellner’s interests were diabetes and pregnanDr. Kellner in 1977
cy and psychosocial aspects of obstetrics. He was the Director of
the Perinatal Diabetes Program at the University of Florida and founder and Director of the
Perinatal Mortality Counseling Program. He was an internationally-recognized expert on
perinatal bereavement and perinatal loss, and served as President of the North American
Society for Psychosocial Obstetrics and Gynecology.
Dr. Kellner was the Director of the Third Year Clinical Clerkship in Obstetrics and
Gynecology for 25 years. The Association of Professors in Obstetrics and Gynecology, the
specialty’s national educational organization, recognized the UF Clerkship as the best in the
country. During his tenure, the clerkship was recognized by the graduating medical school
class with the Golden Apple Award as the best clinical clerkship nine times, more than any
other clerkship. He was recognized by the College of Medicine as an exemplary
teacher every year and twice by his department with the J. Lee Dockery Teaching
Award and APGO Award for teaching excellence. Dr. Kellner served on numerous educational committees and was instrumental in the development of many
pioneering courses, clerkships and curriculum designs. In 2012, he was awarded
the Lifetime Achievement Award by the College of Medicine Society of Teaching
Scholars, only the eighth faculty member so honored.
After his retirement from clinical practice in 2012, Dr. Kellner continued to be active in student and resident education at both the College and Departmental levels.
A dedicated family man, Dr. Kellner and his wife, Irene, had two sons
and five grandchildren. In his leisure time, he enjoyed Gator sports, adventure
travel, photography and tinkering.

 Achievements
 Congratulations are in order for Dr. Emily Weber LeBrun, who was promoted to Associate Professor.
 Dr. Nash Moawad and Dr Emily Weber LeBrun have established our new GSS (Gynecologic Surgical Subspecialties) rotation, built within our GYN rotation for the R2/R3 resident. This is an excellent avenue for one-on-one teaching on pelvic
pain, endometriosis, fibroids, adenomyosis, decision-making, surgical planning, informed consent, etc.
 Dr. Moawad, he was also elected Director-at-Large of the Board of Directors for the fellowship in Minimally-Invasive Gynecologic Surgery (FMIGS), as well as Secretary and U.S. Representative to the Global Congress on Hysteroscopy.
 Kudos to Drs. Kay Roussos-Ross and Sarah Cappleman (chief resident), who were elected to the Alpha Omega Alpha
Medical Honor Society.
 Dr. Anthony Gregg was elected President of the ACMG (American College of Medical Genetics and Genomics).
 Dr. Bradley Bruggeman (PGY III) was honored with the Society of Teaching Scholars Excellence in Education Award, which
is presented each year and is voted on by department faculty members.
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 Comings & Goings
 Dr. Mehmet R. Genc joined the Division of Maternal-Fetal Medicine in April. His clinical interests encompass a wide range of topics in Maternal-Fetal Medicine, including infections affecting the mother and fetus,
cancer and autoimmune diseases in pregnancy, and diagnosis and management of complex fetal anomalies. He
has served as a member of the Fetal Care Center at Harvard University, Director of Perinatal Infectious Diseases Service at Cornell University, and was the co-Chairman of the Labor and Delivery Safety Committee at
Jersey Shore University Hospital. His research on genetic susceptibility to preterm labor and genital tract microbiome was funded by the National Institutes of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
 Dr. Joaquin Santolaya also joined MFM in April as the Director of Perinatal Research. His clinical interest and research experience include fetal medicine, reproductive genetics and investigating new antenatal treatMehmet R. Genc, M.D.
ments for genetic conditions using stem-cells. Dr. Santolaya is the graduate of 3 fellowship
programs: Maternal-Fetal Medicine at Eastern Virginia Medical School (Norfolk, VA), Medical Genetics at
the University of Illinois-Chicago, and Clinical and Molecular Genetics at Yale University. Prior to joining
our department, he was Chair of the Center for OB-GYN Research and Mentorship at Rutgers-Robert
Wood Johnson Medical School.
 Drs. Kerry Katz and Tina O’Shea joined the Division of Gynecology, Gynecologic Surgery and Obstetrics as Visiting Clinical Assistant Professors in August. Dr. Katz is a graduate of the Ohio State University/
Mount Carmel Health System’s OB-GYN residency program, and was most recently an Assistant Professor at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. Dr. O’Shea graduated from our Residency Program last June, and will be with us for the next year.
Joaquin Santolaya, M.D.
 Dr. Anthony R. Gregg, Chief of the Division of Maternal-Fetal Medicine and Director of Obstetrics, will be leaving in February 2018. Dr. Gregg has been an excellent advocate for patient care
since day one, and his patients and colleagues have benefited from this mindset. We are so very fortunate to
have had him in these crucial leadership positions over the past 6 years, and we wish him all the best in this
new phase of his career.
 Dr. Lisa Beth Spiryda (Division of Gynecology, Gynecologic Surgery and Obstetrics) left in August
Anthony R. Gregg, M.D.
to become the Chair of the University of South Alabama’s Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology.

 2017 Resident/Fellow Graduation & Alumni Reunion Meeting
Our graduation and alumni reunion meeting weekend June 23—24 was a
resounding success! The aim of the weekend is always to connect current
UF OB-GYN faculty, fellows and residents together with alumni, all while
celebrating the achievements of our graduating chiefs.



2017 Graduates and post-graduate activities

-Leah Foster, M.D.: Private practice in
Springfield, VA
-Jessica Greer, M.D.: Private practice in
Tampa, FL
-Tina O’Shea, M.D.: Visiting Clinical Assistant Professor in UF OB-GYN’s Division of
Gynecology, Gynecologic Surgery, and Obstetrics
-Jordan Preiss, M.D.: Malcolm Randall VA
Medical Center in Gainesville, FL
-Anushka Chelliah, M.D. (MFM Fellow):
Academic OB-GYN MFM at the University of
Texas—Houston
Anushka Chelliah, M.D.
From L-R: Drs. Leah Foster, Jessica Greer, R. Stan Williams,
Jordan Preiss, Tina O’Shea

(Dr. Chelliah’s research focus was aimed at characterizing insulin synthesis
and metabolism by evaluation markers of insulin production throughout
pregnancy.)

 Welcoming Our 2017—2018 OB-GYN Residents
Ana Mendia was born and raised in Miami,
Florida of Cuban parents, and her family moved
to Kentucky during her high school years. She
graduated from the University of Kentucky in
2013 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Human
Nutrition, with a minor focus in Biological Sciences, awarded Summa Cum Laude. She began medical school at the University of Louisville later that
year. She was elected to the School of Medicine
Student Government Senate, and served as an
Advisory College Advocate. She was President of
the OB/GYN Student Interest Group and CoCoordinator of the Nativity Academy afterschool program that provided weekly education
to middle school students on basic medical, scientific, and biological topics. Ana’s academic success was recognized by her election to Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society in her senior year. She
enjoys yoga, running, musical theater, spinning, and dance. She has couples
matched with Ryan Sturgill, who will begin his residency in UF’s Department of
Otolaryngology.

Hadeer Metwally was born in Banha, Egypt and
her family immigrated to the US when she was
seven years old. She completed her undergraduate studies at North Carolina State University in
2013 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biochemistry and a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Chemistry, awarded with highest honors. She
distinguished herself by leading the NCSU chapter of the Alpha Chi Sigma Professional Chemistry Society. During medical school at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, Hadeer participated in the Medical Student Research Scholar
Program on a project entitled “Decellularized
Human Placental Tissue as Scaffold for Bone Generation,” and was inducted into the John B. Graham
Medical Student Research Society. She volunteered with the Samaritan Health Center to
provide basic medical care to local refugee and underserved patients and to
serve as an Arabic translator. She was also Co-leader of the International
Health Alliance, promoting awareness of international healthcare opportunities
and cultural awareness for students volunteering abroad. Hadeer enjoys cooking and baking (her father is a chef), and cardio kickboxing.

Ely Plasencia was born in San Antonio, Cuba, and relocated with her family to
Miami, FL when she was three years old. She completed her undergraduate
studies at the University of Florida in 2013 with Bachelor of Science degree in
Biochemistry, which was awarded cum laude. During medical school at the
University of Florida, Ely maintained an excellent academic record while also serving first as
Public Health Chair, then as President of UF’s
chapter of the Hispanic American Medical
Student Association and volunteering as an
authorized medical interpreter for Spanish at
Shands Hospital. She was an officer for the
Equal Access Clinic, and participated in two
medical outreach trips to the Dominican Republic, through which she completed a research project entitled “The Impact of Education
on Cervical Cancer Screening at Centro Medico
Asistencial Casa Hogar Del Campesino, Cusco,
Peru.” She also co-authored a textbook chapter
entitled “Uterine Fibroids and Infertility.” Ely
enjoys running, outdoor activities, and travel.

Kara Mia was born in Flushing, NY. She graduated from the University of Florida in 2013 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Microbiology and Cell Science.
She pursued medical school at the University of South Florida and was admitted
to the SELECT MD Program for her clinical years at the Lehigh Valley Health
Network in Allentown, PA. This program of
scholarly excellence, leadership experience,
and collaborative training prepares students to
become physician leaders who can accelerate
change in health care. Kara Mia served as Ambassador to the Student Admissions Leadership
Group at USF—coordinating events, hosting
applicants, and leading campus tours for potential medical students. She worked with Project
World Health to participate on multiple mission trips to the Dominican Republic, and was
elected as Co-fundraising Chair, raising more
than $10,000 to support that outreach project.
Her hobbies include Pilates and playing piano.
She will return to Gainesville with Richard
Stratton, III, who will begin residency training in
the UF Department of Psychiatry in July.

 Donations

MAKE A GIFT.

Please support education, research and patient-care programs in the UF College of Medicine
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology by making a gift and/or pledge of $_________ to:

□

F02037 OB-GYN Discovery Fund

You can also make a gift online at: https://www.uff.ufl.edu/OnlineGiving/FundDetail.asp?FundCode=F02037
Payment Methods:

Please credit this gift to: Name(s)

Pledge $________ over (1-5)_____ years @ $________ per year
* Please remind me: Monthly / Quarterly / Annually

Mailing Address
City

Phone
E-mail
Fund Code:

St

Zip

Check - Please make payable to: UF Foundation
Billing Address:
Check if same as mailing address
______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________
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100014, Gainesville, FL 32610. Remember to include your name and address with your request. We’ll make every effort to exclude you from future mailing.

