OB-GYN Special Delivery
 News for Alumni and Friends
Welcome to Our New Chairman
As has been the custom for a number of years here in the Department
of Obstetrics and Gynecology, it is time to send you the ”Annual
Alumni and Friends” newsletter to update you on the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynecology at the University of Florida College of
Medicine. The first order of business should be to notify you that Dr.
Stan Williams, the Harry Prystowsky Professor of Reproductive
Medicine, has been named Chairman of the Department of Obstetrics
and Gynecology at the University of Florida.
A Statement from Our Chair:
“I am humbled and honored to have been chosen to
be the next Chair of the Department of Obstetrics
and Gynecology. I will do my best to live up to the
standards that previous Chairs have set. Over the
next couple of years, our department will be expanding the number of faculty by adding 2 gyn oncologists,
2 MFMs, a robotic gyn surgeon, a urogynecologist,
and another 1-2 generalists. With the opening of
the Shands South Tower for cancer and trauma in
November 2009, 12 additional OR’s will be on line
and will allow all services to expand their OR utilization. With the closure of Shands at AGH and the
consolidation of our clinical faculty at that location
back to Shands at UF, we will also see a significant
increase in the number of deliveries. Over the past 5
years we have seen deliveries rise from about 2,200
per year to about 2,900 this year and anticipate next
year we will be doing 3,300–3,600 deliveries. Over
the next two years we will also be planning and building the next version of the faculty private clinic, now
Women’s Health at Magnolia Parke, going from
10,000 sq ft to 15,000-20,000 sq. ft. We will also be
expanding the Women’s Health at the Medical Plaza

clinic space and will be going into additional venues
in Gainesville and surrounding counties to provide
consultation services. In addition, the IVF lab will be
relocated into an outpatient facility and away from
the main OR, so that program can also expand its
reach and allow us to develop a fertility preservation
program for cancer patients. We have also begun a
much needed renovation of our faculty offices and
labs, which should be completed in stages over the
next couple of years. After the recruitment of new
faculty, we plan to build basic science research programs in oncology and perinatal medicine to complement our existing programs in wound research and
reproductive endocrinology.
As you see, we are in for an exciting few years and
we plan to maintain our excellence in teaching while
we expand our clinical and research missions. I look
forward to seeing all of you in the near future as we
develop a UF Ob-Gyn Alumni Association.”
R. Stan Williams, M.D.
Harry Prystowsky Professor of Reproductive Medicine
Chair, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology

OB-GYN Ranked in Nation’s Top 50 Departments
Under the leadership of Dr. Williams,
we look forward to continuing our
tradition of excellence in teaching,
clinical care and research. We were
recently listed by US News and
World Report as one of the top 50
departments of OB-GYN in the
nation, with our ranking for this past
year at 29th. This is one of the highest
rankings we have ever received and
is a direct reflection of the quality of
care provided by our clinicians.
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 Clinical Care: Gynecology
In the area of clinical practice, we first make note of the excellent leadership provided by Dr. John Davis as Director of our Division of Gynecology. John and the members of the division, Drs. Wally McLean,
Judy Simms-Cendan, Shireen Madani Sims, Helen Ross, Jill Roscoe
Delker, and Keith Stone, have maintained leading-edge technology and
training in providing patient care and in resident training. Dr. Davis is
in the process of adding a robotic surgeon, a urogynecologist, and two
new generalists to the division. He has also established a new High-Risk
Gynecologic Surgery Clinic, where residents are mentored by two faculty members who see patients with complex gynecologic problems.
These patients are subsequently presented at the gynecologic surgical
conference to determine the advisability of surgical interventions and
any necessary preoperative management prior to surgery.
Regarding our other GYN faculty, Dr. Judy Simms-Cendan continues
her excellent teaching and care with her Pediatric/Adolescent Gynecology clinic, which continues to recruit patients from all over the state.
She has started a very active sterilization program at the Women’s
Health Clinic with the new outpatient Essure insertions. She recently
made her seventh annual trip as Course Director for the “Yucatan Project,” leading a group of 20 medical students, four faculty and three
pharmacy students to provide care in rural Maya communities in
Yucatan, Mexico, in conjunction with students from the medical school
in Merida. Dr. Shireen Madani Sims continues her teaching and
academic development with appointments on several committees in the
College of Medicine and as Assistant Director of the OB-GYN Student
Clerkship. She is also helping to expand advanced laparoscopic proce-

dures and is training in robotic surgery. Dr. Helen Ross is co-editor of
a new textbook entitled “Perimenopause,” which was just published this
past fall. Dr. Jill Roscoe left for private practice here in Gainesville.
Patty McKey, ARNP, provides urogynecologic support, her purview
for over 20 years, with urodynamic studies at our Women’s Continence
Center. Amanda Reed, ARNP, also provides support in the Outpatient
Clinic arena by assisting with colposcopies, annual and problem visits.
Drs. Tom Young and Ron Spencer provide clinic support for resident
training. Dr. Young has recently retired from his private practice in
Gainesville and in January was awarded the “Lifetime Achievement
Award” by the South Atlantic Association of Obstetricians and Gynecologists for his work with SAAOG and the Florida OB-GYN Society,
both organizations for which he served as president. Dr. Ron Spencer
retired from private practice in Ocala and joined our group last May.
Speaking of retirement, Dr. Wally McLean
retired from the Department of Obstetrics
and Gynecology this past year. We had a
wonderful celebration of his life and accomplishments in January at Leonardo’s 706.
A number of prior graduates of the program
were in attendance and the accolades were,
as you might imagine, overwhelming. We
certainly miss Wally’s expertise in the
Operating Room and his philosophical
approach to medicine and to life.
Dr. Frederick “Wally” McLean
enjoys his retirement celebration

Maternal-Fetal Medicine
In the Division of Maternal-Fetal Medicine, Dr. Douglas Richards
is now the Division Director, overseeing an ever expanding obstetric
population. We now are delivering approximately 250 babies per
month, which keeps the MFM Division subspecialists (Drs. Richards,
Duff, Kellner and Cruz) very busy in the High-Risk Obstetric Clinic,
Ultrasound, and Labor and Delivery. After Dr. Cruz retired last summer
and Dr. Richards was appointed Interim Director, there have been several
milestones in the Richards’ family. Son Ryan was married in January,
and we congratulate Doug and Linda. Daughter Brooke graduates this
spring and is planning to go into Family Practice.
Dr. Kenneth Kellner and his wife Irene wanted to make certain that
everyone knew they had two granddaughters this past year, one in
Chicago and another in Atlanta, born only five days apart. The Kellners
are incredibly excited about being grandparents. They continue to travel
and their most recent trip was hiking in Namibia and South Africa this
past year. Dr. Pat Duff stays busy, not only in his role as Residency
Program Director in the Department of OB-GYN, but as Associate Dean
for Student Affairs at the UF College of Medicine. He is responsible for
matching all of the graduating medical students on Match Day in spring
of the year. The letters he writes in preparation for medical student
interviews live up to the standard set by Dr. Smiley Hill years ago when
he filled this critical position in the College of Medicine. Hard shoes to
fill, but Dr. Duff has accomplished the impossible.

As noted, Dr. Amelia Cruz retired this past
year as Maternal-Fetal Medicine Division Director, but her retirement only lasted between 30
and 60 days because she is now back at work,
running the MIC program, seeing patients in
satellite high-risk clinics, providing excellent
MFM care to high-risk pregnancies and performing ultrasounds. She will never stop being
“Mama Cruz” to all of us. Her retirement was
celebrated at the Gateway Grand Hotel last July
at which a wonderful painting of Dr. Cruz was unveiled and now hangs
in the unofficial “Cruz Labor and Delivery Suite.” The keynote speaker
was Dr. Cynthia Brumfield, Class of 1982. Cynthia gave a wonderful
presentation and, of note, we were just informed that she has been
promoted to Chief Medical Officer of the University of Alabama Health
System. In addition, she will remain Chief of Staff of University Hospital. It is always heartening to see our former graduates recognized for
their expertise in administration, clinical care, teaching and research.
In addition are two MFM Fellows, Drs. Kathleen Mayor-Lynn and
Lorna Rodriguez. Dr. Mayor-Lynn graduates from the OB fellowship
training program this spring and joins Pediatrix Medical Group in
Nashville. Dr. Rodriguez is a graduate of the University of Miami
residency program and is now with us for her three year fellowship.
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Gynecologic Oncology
In the Division of Oncology, Dr. Linda Morgan functions as our
Gynecologic Oncologist and Division Director, ably assisted by Inslee
Baldwin, ARNP, and the resident staff. We are currently in the process
of searching for a partner for Dr. Morgan. She is developing her robotic
surgery skills with the da Vinci Surgical System. As might be expected,

her surgical skills know no bounds. Recently, Anil Sood, M.D., Class
of 1995, Professor and Director of the Ovarian Cancer Research at M.D.
Anderson Cancer Center, returned to give a wonderful Grand Rounds in
December on his research into “Angiogenesis and Tumor Microenvironment in Gynecologic Malignancies.”

Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility
The directorship of the Division of Reproductive
Endocrinology and Infertility has now been
transferred from Dr. Williams to Dr. Orhan
Bukulmez. Orhan is a graduate of the REI
Fellowship Training at the University of Texas
Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, Texas,
and he joined our faculty in July 2007. Not
only is Dr. Bukulmez a fantastic clinician,
surgeon and researcher, but his abilities on the
electric guitar are reminiscent of Eric Clapton,

Dr. Orhan Bukulmez

Jimi Hendrix, and Keith Richards. Dr. Alice Rhoton-Vlasak completes
the faculty in the REI Division. She was recently promoted to Clinical
Associate Professor and actively assisted the REI Division in acquiring
the OncoFertility Consortium grant, a funded NIH study focusing on the
preservation of fertility in cancer patients. We are one of only 12 sites
in this national study, and Dr. Rhoton-Vlasak has been lecturing on
fertility preservation to various UF programs including Hemo-Oncology,
Pediatrics, and Endocrinology. IVF Director Dr. Ken Drury’s current
clinical and research interests revolve around the relatively new field of
Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis.

 Research
In the area of research, Drs. Greg Schultz and Nasser Chegini provide
superb research into growth factors, fibroids and wound healing. Dr.
Schultz has continued his research on developing anti-scarring treatments
for eye, skin and peritoneal wounds with funds from NIH grants. He
has developed a rapid point-of-care detector for proteases that will be
used to help select treatments for chronic skin wounds with funds from
biotechnology companies. He has continued his research on treatments
for acute sulfur mustard injuries in the eye and skin funded by an NIH
U54 grant. In recognition of his research accomplishments, he received
both the 2008 Faculty Research Prize for Basic Research for the College
of Medicine and the 2008 Outstanding International Educator Award for
the College of Medicine. Additionally, he received the Sustained Excel-

lence Recognition for Professors for his previous seven years performance
from the University of Florida.
Dr. Nasser Chegini received another NIH grant with total costs of $2.5
million for five years to continue his work on fibroid pathogenesis. For her
work in the laboratory, Dr. Xiaoping Luo received an NIH grant for
$145,000 on the same subject for two years. Dr. Chegini also served as
a Guest Editor for the Journal of Seminars in Reproductive Medicine
on the November 2008 issue. Dr. Chegini’s research group, comprised
of Drs. Qun Pan, Tannaz Toloubeydokhti, and X. Luo, presented
several oral and poster presentations at the ASRM and SGI annual meetings, with Dr. Pan awarded the SGI Presidential Research Award given
each year to the top research abstract at the SGI annual meeting.

 Residents
We always mention our teaching in the “Annual Alumni and Friends”
letter. As a demonstration of our dedication to excellence in education,
Angie Kruger, one of our four chief residents, has been selected to
receive the Society of Teaching Scholars Outstanding Resident Teacher
Award this year. In spite of our busy schedules, we continue to emphasize
teaching at the faculty level as well as the resident level.
With regard to our graduated 2007-2008 residents, Sabrina Wyatt went
to Phoenix, Jennifer Navarro to Atlanta, Connie Alford to NIH for a
fellowship, and Sheyna Carroccio to private practice here in Gainesville.
This year we will have four graduating residents: Angie Kruger will be
going to Henderson, Nevada, working as a generalist for Miller and
Turner OB-GYN. Sasha Melendy will enter private practice and is join-

ing OB-GYN Specialists of the Palm Beaches in Jupiter, Florida. Pam
Snook is headed to Orlando; Virginia Su plans to travel abroad after
graduation and is considering further training in gyn surgery.
Our third year residents consist of David Iglesias from the University of
Florida; Jennifer Mock from the Medical University of South Carolina;
Carmen Peden, MD, PhD, from UF; and Kriste Thorpe also from
UF. Our second year residents are Kay Roussos-Ross from UF, Erika
Schneider also from UF, Heather Stevens from the University of Arizona, and LaKrystal Warren from Wake Forest University. Our first
year residents are Katie Davis from UF, Lindsay Hinson-Knipple from
Florida State University, Laura Kiszkiel from Tulane University, and
Joey Rose from the University of Michigan.

 In Summary
We face many challenges in academic medicine, especially in these
fiscally challenging times. We at the University of Florida College of
Medicine have become the medical safety net for North Central Florida.
We plan to roll up our sleeves and provide the best of care to those

who come to our doors while continuing
our excellence in teaching and research.
Financial support for these missions is in
great need in this time of budget cutbacks.

University of Florida
College of Medicine

 OB-GYN Looks to the Future

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
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Phone: 352-273-7580
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As Dr. Williams mentioned in his introductory statement, this fall we will see the
closing of Alachua General Hospital and the relocation of much of the OB-GYN
patient load to our facility. Drs. Richard Kreinest and David Stewart, faculty
members within our department who practice at AGH, will become integral faculty
here on our campus at Shands at the University of Florida.
In the near future the department will develop a new OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION for all previous residents and faculty. Preliminary discussions with some of you have suggested that a spring meeting, Friday
through Sunday, would be best with a combination of CME talks and time for recreation for you and your families. We would need to charge a modest registration fee
and/or dues to pay for the meeting and a reception and dinner. Please e-mail Dr.
Williams (rwilliam@ufl.edu) about ideas that would entice you to attend, e.g.,
location, dates, format, organizational structures of the
Alumni Association, etc.
We feel certain that most of you would like to return to
the home of the National Championship Gator Football
and Basketball teams! We would appreciate hearing
from you concerning your interest in such an event.
Until we hear from you, we wish you the best and…

GO GATORS!
www.obgyn.ufl.edu

MAKE A GIFT.

Please support education, research and patient-care programs in the UF College
of Medicine Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology by making a gift and/or pledge of $_________ to:

□
□

003343 OBGYN General Education & Research Fund
016065 OncoFertility Program Fund

You can also make a gift online at: https://www.uff.ufl.edu/OnlineGiving/FundDetail.asp?FundCode=003343
https://www.uff.ufl.edu/OnlineGiving/FundDetail.asp?FundCode=016065
Payment Methods:
Please credit this gift to: Name (s)
Mailing Address
City

Phone

St

Zip

Pledge $________ over (1-5)___ years @ $______ per year
please remind me ¡ Monthly ¡ Quarterly ¡ Annually
Check - please make payable to UF Foundation
Credit Card -- $ ___________
Circle one: VISA MC AMEX Discover
CC# _________________________________ Exp Date __/__
_______________________________________________________
Signature: ______________________________________________

E-mail

(required for all credit card transactions)

Fund Code: __________
University of Florida § College of Medicine § Office of Development & Alumni Affairs
P.O. Box 100243 § Gainesville, FL 32610-0243
352-273-7986 (p) § 352-273-5884 (f)

Thank you for your investment!

